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CASE UPDATE #2: Palm Coast Man Sentenced to Life in Prison
for Sexual Battery on a Child

BUNNELL, Fla. — On April 16, Michael Jennelle, 53, of Palm Coast, was sentenced to two consecutive
terms of life in prison after he had been previously found guilty on seven charges by a jury in March.

Judge Dawn Nichols of the Seventh Judicial Circuit sentenced Jennelle during a hearing that contained
victim impact statements from those directly affected by Jennelle’s actions.

“Justice was served, and this pervert will not see outside of a prison cell for the rest of his life,” said
Sheriff Rick Staly. “l thank Judge Nichols for the strong sentence she imposed so that he can never hurt
another child. | want to also thank and commend everyone involved, including our detectives, victim
advocates, and partners at the State Attorney’s Office, for their dedication and perseverance so that
we could get justice for the victim and hold this dirtbag accountable for his actions. | pray the victim
gets the counseling and emotional support she needs for the trauma he imposed and commend her
bravery to come forward.”

Jennelle’s sentencing marks the end of a case that began in March 2023 and involved the Flagler
County Sheriff’s Office Major Case Unit, Victim Services Unit, and Problem Area Crime Enforcement
Unit.
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CASE UPDATE: Jury Finds Palm Coast Man Guilty on All
Charges in Sexual Battery Case

BUNNELL, Fla. — On March 12, 2025, Michael Wayne Jennelle, 53, of Palm Coast, was found guilty on
seven charges ranging from Sexual Battery to Lewd/ Lascivious molestation. The trial by jury was held
at the Kim C. Hammond Justice Center in Flagler County. Jennelle is being held at the Sheriff Perry Hall
Inmate Detention Facility while he awaits sentencing.

The charges include Sexual Battery Victim Under 12, Lewd/Lascivious Molestation Victim Under 12,
Lewd/Lascivious Exhibition Victim Under 16, Lewd/Lascivious Molestation Victim Under 12,
Lewd/Lascivious Molestation Victim Under 12, Sexual Battery on a Person Under 12, and Lewd/
Lascivious Exhibition Victim Under 16.

“Our Major Case unit successfully brought this pervert to justice,” said Sheriff Rick Staly. “l am
confident the court will sentence him appropriately for taking a child’s innocence away. It is vital that
we send a clear message that our community has zero tolerance for predators like Jennelle who prey
on young children. We stand by and support the victim and their family as they work to recover.”

Under Florida law, Jennelle is facing life in prison.

Original Release Date: July 3, 2023
Original Release #: 2023 — 138

Palm Coast Man Under Arrest for Sexual Battery on a Child

BUNNELL, Fla. — On June 30, 2023, the Flagler County Sheriff's Office arrested 51-year-old Michael
Wayne Jennelle of Palm Coast on charges of Sexual Battery - Victim Under 12 and two counts of Lewd
and Lascivious Molestation - Victim Under 12.

The investigation into Jennelle by FCSO’s Major Case Unit began in March of 2023 after Jennelle had
reportedly exposed himself and inappropriately touched a known juvenile victim Under the age of 12
on multiple occasions in Flagler County jurisdiction. Jennelle was also recently indicted in the State of
Virginia on similar charges including Indecent Liberties with Child and Aggravated Sexual Battery —
Victim Under 13.

FCSQ’s Problem Area Crime Enforcement Unit located and arrested Jennelle while walking his dog in
front of his apartment at 121 Pine Lakes Parkway. Jennelle was placed Under arrest without incident.
He is being held at the Sheriff Perry Hall Inmate Detention Facility with no bond.
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Michael Jennelle (Sheriff Perry Hall Inmate Detention Facility mugshot)

“This young victim was brave enough to report this to a parent who then contacted law enforcement,”
said Sheriff Rick Staly. “The child’s innocence was taken away by this pervert and | hope he spends the

rest of his life in prison where he belongs. We also pray the victims in all his cases receive the help they
likely need to recover from this dirtbags actions. Great work by our Major Case Unit.”
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